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ENERGIZE DENVER – Criteria for Evaluating Policy/Regulatory Options 
 

I. The Big Picture 
 
Would this approach… 

- Future-proof the city 
- Create a resilient city 
- Promote fairness and advance equity 
- Promote sustainability 
- Secure Denver’s reputation as a leader among other world-class cities 
- Help Denver to do its part in climate action 
- Contribute to managing growth effectively 
- Contribute to a thriving economy 
- Promote quality of life 

 
II. Passing the Macro-Economic Test – Across the Building Stock 
 

Would this approach… 
- Realize the opportunity to achieve real savings from energy efficiency 
- Prevent our incurring the opportunity cost we pay when we forego investments in 

energy efficiency 
- Keep the city from losing out in a very competitive economic environment 
- Realize the opportunity for affordable housing throughout the city and create an 

equitable distribution of affordable housing throughout the city 
- Promote job growth for the state 
- Broaden the use of energy efficiency and reach all buildings 

 
III. Passing the Micro-Economic Test – For Individual Buildings 
 

Is this approach… 
- Realistic for building owners 
- Mindful of costs 
- Responsive to the ability of building owners to implement 
- Able to paint a picture of what’s in this for landlords, owners, brokers, offering 

education and outreach to those who have a stake 
- Able to bridge the gap between established real estate practices and the untapped 

possibilities of energy efficiency 
 

IV. Make Those Who Have to Implement Want to Implement 
 
Does this approach… 

- Promote collaboration and a coordinated effort among the owner, manager and 
tenant, helping them get on the same page 

- Promote innovation 
- Create opportunities for owners, investors, and managers to learn 
- Encourage building owners/managers/investors to make their own decisions to do 

the right thing 
- Connect to those who can take action and help in implementation 
- Motivate everyone to be a part of the process 
- Educate those who run buildings day-to-day so that they can sustain the operations 

once energy efficiencies improvements are made 
- Give the tools, training and resources to those who need them 
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V. Protecting Those Who are at Risk 
 

Does the approach… 
- Recognize the needs and limitations of low-income residents 
- Address the pressure on affordable housing 
- Keep equity at the forefront 
- Promote affordability 

 
VI. What’s Proven to Work 

 
Have others demonstrated that is approach is… 
- Effective 
- Tested for Implement-ability 
- Realistic 
- Built on best practices from other cities 
- Leveraging best practices 
- Bringing in the experience of those who have been successful in reaching the goal 

 
VII. Implementation and Follow-Through 
 

Does this approach… 
- Allow the city to move quickly 
- Produce real outcomes 
- Get us past inertia and inaction 
- Include education, outreach and engagement to increase awareness of programs, 

incentives and benefits 
- Make the city a resource and a conduit for education 
 
Is this approach… 
- More than just talk 
- Reasonable (including a reasonable timeframe for implementation) 
- Action-able 
- Enforceable 
- Something the city has the resources to implement 
- Easy to implement 

 

 
 
Energize Denver will help Denver become a national leader in energy efficient buildings, 
resulting in wins for our local economy and the climate.  The Energize Denver Task Force will 
bring together key stakeholders to evaluate building efficiency programs and policies, 
including how to implement strategies laid out in Denver’s new Climate Action Plan.  The task 
force will develop the actions to meet the following goal: Reduce energy consumption in 
commercial and multi-family buildings by 10% from a 2012 baseline by the end of 2020 and 
double that in the following decade. 


