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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Energize Denver Task Force Seeks Public Input on Energy Efficiency Initiative  
Draft recommendations aimed at bolstering economic investment in energy efficiency, reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

 
May 31, 2016 –Denver’s Department of Environmental Health today launched a month-long community 
input process to gather feedback on recommendations aimed at significantly increasing energy efficiency 
in Denver’s commercial and multifamily building sector.    
 
The recommendations are intended to support Denver’s efforts to be a national leader in energy-efficient 
buildings by achieving up to $1.3 billion in energy savings, and reducing energy use from Denver’s largest 
source of greenhouse gas emissions.  Developed by the Energize Denver Task force, the recommendations 
aim to reduce the energy consumption of commercial and multifamily buildings in Denver by 10% by the 
end of 2020 and double that in the following decade. 
 
The Energize Denver Task Force task force is made up of local commercial and multi-family building 
owners, managers, and investors, as well as housing advocates, green building experts, and 
representatives from Xcel Energy. Over the past five months, the task force has held seven meetings, 
solicited public comment on their recommendations prior to the sixth and seventh meetings, and have 
launched a month long public comment process that begins today. 
 
Among the recommendations, highlights include: 
 

 Annually require all buildings over 25,000 square feet to measure and track their energy 
performance (a process known as benchmarking) using the free ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager 
tool. 

 Make ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager scores (a metric similar to miles-per-gallon stickers on cars) 
public one year after benchmarking begins. 

 Starting in 2021 and every five years thereafter, require all buildings over 25,000 square feet to be 
certified as a top-performing building or to improve their energy efficiency via flexible options that 
include: 

o Improving the efficiency of the building by 15 percent;  
o Tuning-up the building (through a process called retro-commissioning) and implementing 

measures with less than a 2.5 year payback; or 
o Obtaining an energy audit of the building and implementing measures with less than a 2.5 

year payback 

 Provide, through the City and County of Denver, technical assistance, individual consultations in 
person and on the phone, a website with detailed information, education, trainings, and 
incentives. Offer multiple exemptions, including those for buildings recently built or going through 
a major renovation, any building in financial distress, and many other circumstances. 



 
 
For more information about Energize Denver and to view the list of task force members, past meeting 
summaries and presentations, as well as the set of draft task force recommendations, please visit 
https://energizedenver.org/ 
 

Comments should be addressed to the Department of Environmental Health and emailed to 
EnergizeDenver@denvergov.org by June 30th.  
 
Denver’s Department of Environmental Health (DEH) is dedicated to advancing Denver’s environmental and public 
health goals. DEH’s divisions include Animal Protection, Community Health, Environmental Quality, Office of the 
Medical Examiner, and Public Health Inspections.  
 
For more information about Environmental Health visit www.denvergov.org/environmentalhealth. Follow us on 
Twitter.com/DenEnviroHealth 
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